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November 1, 2018 
 
Dear «Greeting» 
 
It has been such a fun and full fall semester so 
far! Every weekend since school started there 
have been opportunities to be involved with 
campus ministry! It all started with a retreat 
into the mountains with this year’s leadership 
students. Then we jumped into the semester 
with a “welcome week” of events to help get 
to know the new class! The CU football season 
started strong, which helped us sell parking 
spots at Grace for the home games! Also in 
September was our annual fall retreat at Sky 
Ranch Lutheran Camp and our 5th annual Beer 
Tasting event! Up next we have a new program 
year of El Camino, a national campus ministry 
gathering in Memphis, Tennessee, and then 
we will head on into the spring semester! 
Thank you for supporting this ministry and 
keeping our students in your prayers!  
 
 

Peace,  
Pastor Zach Parris and Megan Sawyer 
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Save the date >>> 
 

Contact Us >>> 

Pastor Zach Parris can be reached at lcmpastor@colorado.edu and Megan Sawyer 

can be reached at lcmminister@gmail.com  

For more information about Bread + Belonging visit us online at 

www.lutheranbuffs.org or our Facebook group Bread + Belonging | LCM + Canterbury @ CU 

Leadership Retreat 

 

Fall Retreat at Sky Ranch 

 

Fall Retreat at Sky Ranch 

 

Campus Ministry Sunday - February 10, 2019 
Let us know if you would like to welcome a student 
preacher to your congregation 2/10/19!   
 

Senior Gala - April 12, 2019 
We would love to have you with us as we celebrate 
our 2019 graduates!  

Football Parking >>> 
 LCM has been actively selling 
parking spots at Grace Lutheran Church 
for all the CU home football games! The 
lot is selling out, which is great for LCM! 
The last home game we sold out of spots 
by 12:30pm and the kickoff wasn’t until 2! 
If you are thinking about going to a CU 
game this season, you have 1 more 
opportunity to park at Grace. November 
17th (CU vs. Utah.)  

>>  Das Bier Tasting 

>>  Retreats 

>>  Partnerships 

>>  Lilly Endowment 

>>  Nebraska Neighbors 

>>  Alum News 
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Thank you to everyone who made it out to 
this year's Beer Tasting. You helped us 
raise over $3,500 to support our work 
with students on campus. Over 90 friends 
and supporters came together for a 
wonderful night of beer, food, games, and 
testimonials about the impact our work 
has on student's lives. A special thanks to 
our caterer, Niwot Market, who also 
donated the use of their lovely patio. 
Thanks to Thrivent Financial for their 
support. Draze Force set the atmosphere 
with the gift of his musical skills. Finally, 
the work of the LCM-CU Board and our 
student servers made it all happen!  
 
In the end Mount Calvary Lutheran had 
more folks in attendance than any other 
church, winning our first congregational 
challenge! They edged out a narrow 
victory over the challengers from Grace 
Lutheran, our Alumni group, and 
Atonement Lutheran. There were also 
strong showings from St. Aidan's 
Episcopal, the House for All Sinners and 
Saints, Christ the Servant Lutheran, and 
more! Congratulations to Pastor Sara 
Wirth and Mount Calvary on taking home 
the title belt. We can't wait to see who 
will take home the title next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Retreats >>>  
 

We’ve already had two awesome retreats! The first was before the semester 
started, back in August. This retreat was for our leadership students. The 
group planned activities for the first week of school (welcome week) and 
came up with programming ideas for the whole semester! The next retreat 
was our regular Fall Retreat with the campus ministries at Colorado State 
University and the University of Northern Colorado at Sky Ranch Lutheran 
Camp. Ella Stritzel, (freshman at CU) recounts the weekend:  

 
"The fall retreat was a wild experience, and like nothing I’ve ever 
experienced before. I’d been on retreats before, so I was expecting 
something much more prayer and meditation based. However, that couldn’t 
have been farther from what happened. There were keynote speakers who 
talked about what they were doing to help change the world, and it really 
made me think about what I can start doing to change my world piece by 
piece. It was very community based and I made a lot of new friends from 
other universities. There was incredibly high energy all the time and it made 
everything way more fun!" (See pictures from the retreats on the cover.) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Lilly Endowment awards LCM-CU another $50,000 >>> 

 

Leadership Retreat 

 

Beer Tasting 

 

Beer Tasting 

 

Partnerships with Grace & St. Aidan’s >>> 
 

Alum News >>> 
 

Nebraska  
Neighbors >>> 
 

This fall the CU Buffs played 

the Nebraska Huskers in 

Lincoln. Pastor Zach traveled 

to the game on Saturday, 

and on Sunday morning he 

preached at the Nebraska 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Center! The NE campus 

ministry students came up 

with a friendly challenge: the 

pastor whose football team 

lost had to wear a stole with 

the opposing teams’ colors 

during worship. CU students, 

Alec and Kevin (pictured,) 

also traveled to the game 

and worshipped with 

Nebraska Lutheran campus 

ministry. The second picture 

shows Zach honoring Pastor 

Adam White with a black 

and gold stole. We look 

forward to hosting the 

Huskers next fall! 

This is our sixth year of working with St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church! We meet 
at St. Aidan’s great location every week for Bread + Belonging, leadership 
bible study, and more! It’s great to have a campus ministry community 
supported by both Lutheran and Episcopal churches. It helps to create an 
atmosphere that is already welcoming of all people no matter their religious 
background.  

This is our first semester in a new partnership with Grace Lutheran Church. 
On Sunday morning campus ministry students are welcome to join Pastor 
Zach, Pastor Janice, and all of Grace’s congregation for weekly worship. It is 
a blessing to have such caring people at Grace and St. Aidan’s willing to 
support all our students and campus ministry.    

Almost five years ago the Lilly Endowment granted LCM-CU $100,000 to help students make connections between 
their careers and studies and their faith and values. We’ve developed a mentor program, led retreats and bible 
studies. We’ve even used this opportunity to travel to Guatemala, Israel, and Palestine. This summer we were 
awarded another $50,000 in matching funds to continue our work for another five years. We are grateful for the Lilly 
Endowment’s support and excited to keep helping students. In the coming weeks you’ll have the opportunity to 
unlock these funds and support this work! 

 

• This summer saw the nuptials of Jeff Miller (’15) 
and Meagan Burkholder. Pastor Zach presided over 
a lovely ceremony in Steamboat Springs.  

• The Beer Tasting brought out a gaggle of alums; 
Durango Jenkins (’18), Karen Elmquist (’13), Reed 
Elmquist (’10), Kelli Riley (’06), Jeff Miller (’15), and 
Bronwen Maxson (’06).  

• Tyler Fair (’18) is spending a year in Tabasco, 
Mexico as a Fulbright Scholar and a regular listener 
of the podcast! 

• Kelly Martin (’18) has landed in Seattle post-
graduation and is doing consulting work.  

• Natalie Walter (’15) has finished two years of work 
in Nicaragua and is now stateside in the D.C. area.  

• Christian Erchinger (’18) is doing well and is 
stationed at Goodfellow Airforce Base in Texas!  

• Bunga Manurung (’18) joined us on the fall retreat 
at Sky Ranch as she accompanied college students 
from the Denver area. Bunga as a chaperone?! 

• Betsy Noecker (’15) is now in the Boston area as a 
monastic intern with Episcopal Service Corp. 

• Bex Schmelzel (’18) is currently hopping from city to 
city in the Pacific Northwest meeting and working 
with awesome kids in theater programs. 

• Helen Stritzel (’18) is serving with AmeriCorps in 
Memphis, Tennessee. Her placement is with a 
nonprofit, Church Health.  

 


