Bread + Belonging Tuesday night dinners…
When Boulder County placed restrictions on all Boulder
residents ages 18-22, including strict stay at home orders
Bread and Belonging could no longer meet outside to eat
dinner on Tuesday nights. Therefore, we came up with a plan
so that students could continue having a free community meal
once a week - the solution? Dinner delivery! Thanks to many
wonderful volunteers and donors, we were able to feed around
50 students a week! Students were able to enjoy dinners with
their roommates while in lock down.

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that made it
possible to feed so many students this semester!
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Chloe Rastatter (’21) took advantage of this strange semester to
find an innovate way to engage the world. While still taking
classes, Chloe travelled to volunteer at a refugee camp near
Matamoros, Mexico. Below is an update on her experience.
I have been working as an engineer at an informal refugee camp
on the US/ Mexico border since May. I moved down here after
listening to a podcast about the camp and how the Migrant
Protection Protocols (MPP or the Remain in Mexico policy)
caused it to appear in Matamoros, Mexico almost overnight.
Because the camp is not internationally recognized, everything
from shelter to food to bathrooms is from humanitarian aid. After
learning about the water and sanitation problems and a lack of
technical expertise, I reached out to organizations at the border
to see how I could help. I was told there was no engineering
presence, but I was welcome to come down and see how I
could help. Here I met two other engineers, Christa Cook and
Erin Hughes, who came down as individuals after hearing the
same podcast.
Since banding together, we have completed projects including
COVID response, building the camp’s only showers, flood
mitigation, creating a tent distribution system, implementing
Chloe with co-founder, Christa (left).
hurricane response, constructing a school and park, fixing the
camps water filters, and more. Matamoros is extremely dangerous, so there are few aid groups present, and
due to the lack of government support if normal people like us aren’t here to help no one is.
We are now working to found an engineering nonprofit organization, Solidarity Engineering. Our mission is to
apply a community-based approach in order to provide essential services to low resource areas that have been
aﬀected by conflict, war, displacement, or disaster. We’re asking for donations to help keep our projects going.
Despite the dangerous and unsanitary conditions, people have lived in this camp for over a year. Imagine living
in a tent in an unfamiliar place, with no sense of security or what the future will bring, no access to showers for
a year, and away from your family and familiarity. Although we as citizens can’t directly change the policy
creating this, we can directly aﬀect the lives of those stuck here- even if it’s little by little.
You can learn more and support Chloe at www.SolidarityEngineering.org.

Small Group Ministry
This semester we put our energy into small groups that could
meet online or in person depending on the public health situation.
This semester our leadership group (Julia LaForce, Zach Mast,
Abby Mohlis, & Tina Uhrenbacher) worked together to make
small groups happen and to support one another.
One met to read and appreciate nature. Another group met
regularly to carve out some time for play in an extra pressurized
time for games and fun. Another small group was specifically for
music majors to have dedicated time to not do music. Music
majors often feel that they should spend all their free time
practicing. This group found musical quartets becoming tennis
quartets! Finally, another group sought to make a space for
students in dorms to eat together online. Thanks to the hard,
hard work our leaders did in making this semester happen!
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What can we say, it was a weird semester…
Over my ten years in Boulder we have tried to fill our newsletters with
pictures of students and their engagement with our ministry. This
semester pictures of students were hard to come by, because we
weren’t around students that much. While we fed students every week,
gathered in small groups online, and had, an occasional, sociallydistant coﬀee, there were very few photo-ops.
Perhaps this is a reminder that our ministry is not about finding the
best pictures for the newsletter. Our ministry is about meeting
students where they are. This semester our students were isolated, so
we were called to support them there.
You should know that through all the ups and downs of this term, our
students have demonstrated great contentiousness in observing
public health protocols and in their concern for their neighbors. As it
always is, it has been a blessing to work with this community.

Alumni News & Notes

Make no mistake, this semester has been unpredictable and frustrating.
And yet, I am beginning to think that it might have been the most
important semester of our 75 year ministry in Boulder.

Kirsten (’12) and Mike Baker welcome Isaac Thomas Baker into the
world, born Sunday October 4th!
Arin Barth (’19), nee Moriarty, is writing a book for Flamingo Books
with their partner, Marika. The book is called “It’s a Hit.” It’s the story
of baseball and friendship, where a nerdy, newly-out trans boy and
the super-jock son of two queer parents form a lasting friendship.

With your support we have helped to see students through what
seemed unimaginable a year ago. In this newsletter you’ll read the
stories of our ministry in a time of pandemic. Like these days, these
stories are unpredictable. Like these days, reading them closely you will
find the presence of the one who is always with us.

Lauren Faye Baulch (’19) has relocated to Pine Ridge, South Dakota
where she was married on December 9 to Nick. Congrats, Lauren!

Peace,
Pastor Zach

Emma Brown (’19) has been studying Museum Science at the
University of Sussex and recently had her work featured by the British
Museum. Emma wrote about an ancient prosthetic toe from Egypt!
Alec Celecki (’20), Kevin Criley (’20), Patrick Howard (’19), Carina
Julig (’19), and Michelle Roby (’19) helped deliver dinners to students this semester while Eddie Downs (’18) and Jessie
Uhrenbacher (’19) cooked one of those dinners. They all pitched in to help with this year’s BreadEx program!
Congrats to Durango Jenkins (’18) on being approved to start seminary in the fall!
Carina Julig (’19) recently began reporting for the Aurora Sentinel Newspaper.
Megan was able to chat with Bex Schmelzel (’18) over zoom recently. After 15 months of traveling around the country
working for a theater company, Bex now lives in Denver and works as a para at Palmer Elementary school. Though it can be
challenging, Bex loves their one-on-one work supporting and tutoring a kindergarten student.
The Beer Tasting went on hiatus this year, but we are looking forward to our biggest beer bash yet come Fall 2021!
We love hearing what our alums are up to in the world. Drop Pastor Zach or Megan a note!

Pastor Zach tries on an early version of Chip

Care Packages
Be sure to thank St. Aidan’s and Atonement for their
donations that got care packages to students in
Boulder and mailed to students around the country.
These seemingly small boxes were able to spread
great joy to our persevering students. After receiving
a care package, El Oguz Erkal wrote:
“My heart is smiling with gratitude of
having you as a community. This has been
the hardest year of my life but your
support made it feel like I’m not alone.”

